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In the Blood - an unforgettable twentieth century family saga  
 

On 27 October 2022, independent publisher Arachne Press will release a new novel by Czech 
author and psychotherapist, Anna Fodorova. 

Set in 1980s London, Prague and Munich, against the backdrop of the collapse of Communism 
in Eastern Europe, In the Blood explores the impact of history on the personal lives of three 
generations – a mother, a daughter and a grandmother.  
 
The novel follows Agata, the only child of Czech/Jewish parents, who grew up in Prague with 
the belief that all her relatives perished in the Holocaust. Now living in London with her English 
husband and their young daughter Lily, Agata discovers astonishing news: not everyone died. 

Agata's decision to look for her surviving relatives quickly turns from excitement to obsession, 
but as she gets closer to unearthing long-buried secrets, her search threatens to tear apart not 
only the family she already has, but her own identity too. 
 
Drawing on her acute understanding of human psychology, as well as her own life story, Anna 
Fodorova tells a compelling and moving tale of one woman's search for the truth. As personal 
and political histories collide, In the Blood explores grief, identity, longing, family relationships and 
the long-shadow of the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Anna Fodorova also grew up in post-war Prague, in a family without relatives. After a career 
that began in animation and script writing, making animated films for the BBC, Channel 4 and 
Munich TV, she now works as a psychotherapist and author, writing in both English and Czech.  
 
Anna's first novel, The Training Patient (2015) was published by Karnac Publishers, and Lenka, a 
memoir of her mother, the author Lenka Reinerová, has been published by Czech publishing 
house Labyrint and translated into German by Luchterhand Verlag Penguin Random House. 

Arachne Press have previously published Anna Fodorova's short stories in anthologies Stations 
(2012) and Liberty Tales (2016). 
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Arachne Press is an independent publisher specialising in short story and poetry anthologies and 
collections and quality fiction for adults and young adults. In the Blood will publish on  

27 October 2022, on the eve of National Czech Independence Day, celebrated on 28 October. 

Paperback: 978-1-913665-60-9, 180 pages, 234 × 156 mm, £12.00  
Ebook: 978-1-913665-61-6, Mobi/ePub, £4 

 
For more information please contact Saira Aspinall on outreach@arachnepress.com 


